Bilharzia is rarely seen in the United Kingdom but is endemic in many parts of Africa and the Near East, including Israel, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and Iran. It was known to the Ancient Egyptians, dating back to the twentieth dynasty (1200-1090 B.C.). Schistosomiasis is the name given to a group of diseases caused by trematodes of the genus Schistosoma. In all its forms it is an infestation of people living in rural circumstances and dependent on fresh water for food production and bathing. The fresh water may be obtained naturally from streams and wells but increasingly comes from irrigation developments in otherwise arid areas. seen a week later, although his symptoms of dysuria and discharge had cleared up he still complained of terminal haematuria. No organisms were grown on urine culture but the sediment contained a small number of characteristic terminal-spined ova of Schistosoma haematobium ( Figure) .
Repeat urine sediment examination contained 8 to 10 red cells per high-power field and moderate numbers of Schistosoma haematobium ova.
X-rays of the chest, pelvis, and bladder area were normal. Liver function tests, a full blood count including total and differential white cell count, and the erythrocyte sedimentation rate were normal. Cystoscopic examination showed bilharzial pseudo-tubercles and nodules with bleeding from one or two of these lesions.
The patient had no bowel symptons and the perianal region was normal. He 
